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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 


MEDICAL  OPPICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 


Hr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  for  the  year  1969* 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  G.H.  Fyfe,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
who  deals  most  adequately  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  and  Environ¬ 
mental  Conditions  in  his  Annual  Report. 

Certain  matters  emerge  for  comment  s 

Statistics 


There  were  570  live  births  in  1968.  In  19^9  there  were  505* 
There  were  391  deaths  in  1963  and  335  in  1969*  The  number  of  deaths 
due  to  coronary  disease  and  lung  cancer  continues  to  increase. 

Infectious  Disease 


This  was  the  first  complete  year  for  the  new  notification  of 
infectious  disease  regulations  to  be  in  force. 

The  number  of  measles  notifications  continued  to  fall. 

However,  the  end  of  1969  saw  the  commencement  of  what  was  to  be 
a  large  outbreak  of  infectious  jaundice  in  ITewbold  Verdon.  The  main 
preventive  measures  were  aimed  at  prevention  of  spread  from  faecal 
contamination.  I11  November  an  advisory  notice  was  sent  out  to  parents 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  local  school.  One  very  large  family  living 
in  Kirkby  Mallory  under  conditions  which  might  have  been  conducive  to 
spread  of  infection  became  affected  with  the  disease.  In  view  of  the 
exceptional  circumstances,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  released  gamma 
globulin  for  administration  to  the  remaining  unaffected  members.  There 
were  no  further  cases  in  the  family. 

In  January  1969  a  girl  from  Higham  died  in  Leicester  Royal  In¬ 
firmary  from  infectious  jaundice.  The  consultant  at  the  hospital 
expressed  the  view  that  the  organism  was  probably  a  very  virulent  strain 
of  virus.  Accordingly,  the  remainder  of  the  family  were  injected  with 
gamma  globulin  and  no  further  cases  occurred  in  that  household. 

Brucellosis 


Cases  of  human  brucellosis  are  still  liable  to  occur  if  milk 
is  drunk  raw  from  infected  herds.  The  hazard  exists  in  those  cases 
where  summer  visitors  in  caravans  purchase  untreated  milk  direct  from 
farms. 


During  1969*  as  seen  later  in  the  report,  an  adult  in  Sheepy 
contracted  brucellosis. 
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Tuberculosis 


There  were  no  fresh  cases  during  1969* 

Typhoid 

A  family  returned  to  this  country  from  Australia  in  the 
Autumn  of  1969  and  stayed  with  an  Ibstock  family.  One  of  the  girls 
was  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital  with  typhoid  after  the  family 
had  moved  via  Glenfield  to  Groby.  Much  time  and  effort  was  entailed 
in  contact  tracing.  Ho  further  cases  occurred  in  this  area. 

Housing 

1969  saw  the  after-math  of  effects  of  coal-mining  subsidence 
on  houses  in  Ibstock  and  Bagworth.  Y/hatever  is  done  in  the  physical 
sense  very  little  could  be  done  to  compensate  for  the  psychological 
upset  felt  by  so  many  of  the  house- wives  living  in  most  uncomfortable 
and  unsettling  conditions  in  the  subsidence  area  houses. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  re-housing  of  families  it  must  be 
reported  that  there  is  a  back  log  of  unfit  houses  on  which  demolition 
orders  or  closing  orders  have  been  served  but  the  occupants  need  re¬ 
housing.  These  houses  should  rank  as  "insanitary  conditions"  when 
priorities  for  re-housing  in  Council  houses  are  considered. 

Uith  regard  to  Council  house  provision  one  can  still  repeat 
the  adage  s  "when  in  doubt  build  bungalows  in  preference  to  three 
bedroom  houses." 


Sewerage 

Certain  schemes  or  proposed  schemes  require  special  mention  ; 

Park  Lane,  Bagworth,  seems  to  have  been  the  most  unfortunate 
scheme  from  the  point  of  view  of  practical  difficulties  but  at  last 
seems  to  be  nearing  fruition. 

The  question  still  remains  to  be  answered  as  to  future 
population  needs  in  Markfield  and  therefore  the  future  of  the  present 
works  remains  in  doubt. 

For  several  years  one  has  awaited  proposals  regarding  Orton 
and  Norton-Juxta-Twycross.  Some  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  in 
this  direction. 


Environmental  Effects 


The  major  problems  fall  under  three  headings  as  far  as  they 
affect  the  health  department  : 


1.  Noise 

2.  Bust 

3.  Smells 

Major  noise  problems  occurred  in  : 

Ratby  (Casepak) 

Markfield  (Econofreight ) 
Barlestone  (Adaptaform  Plastics) 
Ibstock  (Brick  &  Tile  Yforlcs) 
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Environmental  Effects  Cont'd. 


In  all  these  cases  there  was  either  an  increase  in  production 
or  introduction  of  new  plant  or  vehicles.  The  effect  on  residents  only 
became  apparent  after  the  event.  One  other  source  of  noise  complaint 
was  the  Twy cross  Club. 

Dust  problems  occurred  at  : 

Groby  (Bradgate  Quarry) 

Sheepy  (Mill) 

Smells  gave  rise  to  complaint  at  Ibstock  and  Ratcliffe  Culey. 

At  lb  stock  the  Brick  and  Tile  YZorks  had  converted  to  oil  burning 
in  order  to  reduce  the  amount  of  smoke  emission.  There  was  some  reduction 
in  the  black  smoke  but  the  atmosphere  from  time  to  time  became  polluted 
with  a  smell  of  oil  burning. 

At  Ratcliffe  Culey  the  residents  were  subjected  to  a  burnt  paint 
smell  from  the  3  M's  Factory  in  the  adjoining  rural  district.  This 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Atherstone  Rural  District  Inspector. 

'.Zither ley  Brook 

The  scheme  to  prevent  future  flooding  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
YZitherley  houses  has  made  further  progress. 

Market  Bosworth  Public  Conveniences 


The  need  for  these  conveniences  had  been  apparent  for  a  long 
time.  Delay  in  provision  was  due  to  difficulty  in  reaching  agreement 
on  the  most  satisfactory  site. 


Caravans 


During  1969  the  Caravan  Site  at  Garlands  Lane,  Barlestone,  was 
opened  privately.  A  conviction  was  subsequently  obtained  for  the 
operation  of  a  site  without  a  licence.  Subsequent  appeal  to  the 
Ministry  resulted  in  the  site  being  permitted  subject  to  licencing 
conditions  and  subject  to  it  being  available  to  itinerants.  The  result 
of  the  opening  of  this  site  is  awaited  with  great  interest  as  the 
whole  question  of  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  is  still  very  much  to  the 
fore  in  all  districts. 


Acknowledgement  s 

I  have  attempted  to  outline  a  limited  number  of  outstanding 
matters  which  could  have  a  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  district  and 
are  therefore  worthy  of  closer  consideration. 

In  spite  of  the  rather  imposing  list  of  matters  under  the 
heading  "environmental  effects,"  the  over-all  effect  on  the  physical 
health  of  the  population  is  not  unduly  alarming  except  that  possibly 
we  all  dread  the  thought  of  colliery  subsidence  effects  on  houses. 
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Undoubtedly  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  and  I  am 
grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  for  their  courtesy,  support 
and  encouragement. 

I  also  thank  Mr.  Fyfe,  his  staff  and  all  other  members  of  the 
Council’s  staff  for  their  help  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain 


Your  obedient  Servant 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  BACKGROUND 


Are  a  ^  Acrs  s )  « o «  •  o  ©  •  •  •  • « •  • . «  •••  . « ©  63,955 

Population  Census  1921  . . . .  23,196 

Population  Census  1951  . . .  26,370 

Population  Census  1961  ©  © .  . . . .  ...  27,519 

ESTIMATED  Population  1968  .  29,840 

ESTIMATED  Population  1969 . .  .  30,660 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  . .  ...  . .  10,370 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1969  .  £1,123,065 

Estimated  Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  I969/7O  ...  ...  £4,725 

SOCIAL  BACKGROUND 


The  population  is  partly  industrial  and  partly  agricultural.  In 
addition  to  those  employed  within  the  district  in  occupations  including 
coal-mining,  brick  and  tile  manufacture,  quarrying,  footwear  manufacture 
and  engineering,  a  considerable  proportion  travel  to  work  in  Coalville, 
Coventry,  Hinckley  and  Leicester.  Of  recent  years,  many  who  work  outside 
the  district  have  moved  to  areas  of  new  development  in  Barlestone,  Newbold 
Verdon,  Market  Bosworth,  Groby  and  Markfield.  In  Ibstock,  with  the  building 
of  new  properties,  the  population  is  increasing  again,  with  the  advent  of 
families  in  the  younger  age  groups.  Population  wise,  the  "centre  of 
gravity"  of  the  district  has  moved  towards  the  parishes  of  Markfield  and 
Groby. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  local  Leicester  Hospital  Management  Committees.  Institutional 
Accommodation  (Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act)  for  the 
elderly  is  provided  by  the  Leicestershire  County  Council  through  if  s 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee. 

"Westhaven"  at  Market  Bosworth  provides  accommodation  for  both 
elderly  hospital  patients  and  also  County  Council  Homes  patients. 

Other  County  Council  Homes  are  in  adjoining  County  districts.  There  is 
a  strong  case  for  the  provision  of  a  County  Council  home  in  Ibstock, 
which  has  a  very  high  proportion  of  elderly  persons  in  it's  population. 
Such  a  Home  is  planned  by  the  County  Council. 

Nevertheless,  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  continued  great 
popularity  of  We sthaven  amongst  patients  and  their  relatives.  In  view 
of  the  tradition  for  the  highest  standard  of  service  by  the  present 
staff  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that,  if  the  present  very  old  building  is 
discontinued,  it  will  be  replaced  by  a  modem  building  so  that  the 
present  tradition  may  continue. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  elderly  sick  patients  is  administered 
by  the  Leicester  Area  Geriatric  Service  which  is  based  at  Hillcrest 
Hospital,  Leicester.  The  service,  which  covers  both  City  and  County 
has  an  establishment  for  three  consultant  geriatricians.  These  con¬ 
sultants  have  control  of  beds  at  Bosworth  Park  Infirmary  and  other 
hospitals  administered  by  Leicester  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
There  is  an  assessment  unit  for  elderly  patients  at  Carlton  Hayes 
Hospital,  Narborough.  Patients  may  be  admitted  to  this  unit  pending 
a  decision  as  to  the  most  appropriate  hospital  in  the  group  for  longer- 
term  admission.  Whilst  reporting  on  hospital  accommodation  for  elderly 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  -  Cont'd. 


patients  one  must  pay  tribute  to  the  late  Dr.  P.M.  Ward,  the  Consultant 
Geriatrician  who  died  during  1969°  His  visits  to  the  homes  of  certain 
patients  under  review  and  his  subsequent  reports  and  advice  will  be 
very  much  missed. 

Markfield  Hospital  admits  certain  categories  of  general  medical 
and  surgical  patients  as  well  as  long  term  patients  and  patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  There  is  a  standing  arrangement  with  the 
health  department  whereby  advice  and  discussion  may  take  place  in 
situations  concerning  "control  of  infection." 

Institutional  Maternity  Accommodation  is  provided  at  Leicester 
hospitals,  Roundhills  Maternity  Hospital,  Kirby  Muxloe,  and  at  the  ne\7 
Nuneaton  Maternity  Hospital.  About  three  quarters  of  confinements  now 
take  place  in  hospital. 

Glengate  Hospital  at  Leicester  Lane,  Desford,  an  annexe  of 
Glenfrith  Hospital,  Leicester,  provides  accommodation  for  mentally 
subnormal  boys. 

Higham  Grange  provides  rehabilitation  treatment  for  physically 
disabled  men.  Some  are  day  patients,  the  remainder  spend  their  week¬ 
ends  at  home. 

Part  III  National  Health  Services  (Ambulance,  Domiciliary  Help, 
Health  Visiting,  District  Nursing,  etc.,  etc.,)  are  provided  by 
Leicestershire  County  Council.  Under  this  section  it  is  relative  to 
report  the  implementation  of  the  "attachment"  principle  whereby  health 
visitors  and  district  nurses  are  now  attached  to  family  doctors' 
practices  and  no  longer  work  on  the  basis  of  geographical  areas. 

Chiropody  Services  for  elderly  persons,  subsidised  by  the  County 
Council,  are  provided  in  association  with  various  old  peoples  welfare 
association  clubs. 

The  W.R.V.S.  organize  a  Meals  on  Wheels  service  in  Ibstock  and 
in  the  Desford  area.  Meals  are  obtained  from  factory  canteens. 
Transport  of  these  meals  to  the  recipients  is  carried  out  entirely 
by  volunteers  with  their  own  cars.  It  cannot  be  emphasised  too 
strongly  how  valuable  this  commitment  is  by  these  volunteers.  The 
recipients  of  the  meals  pay  l/-d.  The  balance  of  the  cost  of  the 
meal,  the  containers  and  the  arrangements  for  keeping  them  warm  is 
shared  equally  by  the  District  Council  and  the  County  Council.  The 
Ibstock  service  provides  approximately  500  meals  per  quarter,  i.e. 

24  meals  twice  weekly.  It  is  organized  locally  by  Mrs.  Dickinson. 

The  Desford  service  is  organized  direct  from  W.R.V.S.  Headquarters 
Leicester.  Approximately  250  meals  per  quarter  are  delivered  (one 
meal  per  week  ) . 

Group  housing  for  the  elderly  is  provided  at  Westgate,  Ibstock. 
This  is  a  block  of  flatlets.  There  are  two  flatlets  providing  double 
accommodation,  i.e.  man  and  wife.  This  is  specially  planned  housing 
for  the  elderly  with  a  resident  warden.  A  valuable  function  is  ful¬ 
filled  in  enabling  elderly  residents  to  maintain  their  independence. 

The  accommodation  may  be  supplemented  by  such  services  as  Home  Help 
and  Meals  on  Wheels.  It  is  fortunate  in  Ibstock  that  a  group  of 
practitioners  have  a  surgery  in  fairly  close  proximity. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


MARKET  BOSV/'ORTH 

RURAL  DISTRICT 

ENGLAND  AND  VALES 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

[  ■  . .  "*  ■■  ■*  --  1  "  '» 

TOTAL 

ESTIMATED  MID 

•  •  • 

YEAR  POPULATION 

30,660 

48,826,800 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

268 

237 

505 

797,542 

i 

Legitimate 

251 

225 

476 

730,500 

Illegitimate 

17 

12 

29 

67 , 042 

j  STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

10,662 

!  .  . 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

9,555 

i 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

1,107 

:  TOTAL  LIVE 

Total 

272 

241 

513 

808,204 

;  AND  STILL- 

Legitimate 

255 

227 

482 

740,055 

!  BIRTHS 

Illegitimate 

17 

14 

31 

68,149 

DEATHS  OP 

Under  1  Year 

!  IMPARTS 

Total 

2 

7 

9 

14,397 

! 

Legitimate 

2 

7 

9 

12,694 

i 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1,703 

: 

Under  4  Weeks 
Total 

1 

4 

5 

9,603 

{ 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

8,494 

i 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1,109 

( 

: 

i 

Under  1  Week 
Total 

1 

4 

5 

8,232 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

7,266 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

- 

9  66 

!  DEATHS  ALL 
!  AGES 

K 

}  ,  .  .  . 

i 

215 

170 

385 

579,463 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  -  RATES 


MARKET 

BOSWORTH  R. D. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

For  1000  Home  Population  (Crude  Rate)  16.5 

Area  Comparability  Factor  1.04 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  1J»2 

Ratio  of  Adjusted  Rate  to  Rational  Rate  1.05 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  As  a  Percentage 
of  All  Live  Births  6 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Still  Births  Per  1000  Total  Live  and 

Still  Births  16 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  Under  1  Year  Per  1000  Live  Births  18 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  Per  1000 
Legitimate  Live  Births  19 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  Per  1000 
Live  Births 

HEOITATAL  MORTALITY 


Deaths  Under  4  Weeks  Per  1000  Live  Births  10 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  Under  1  Week  Per  1000  Total  Live 
Births  10 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

Still  Eirths  Plus  Deaths  Under  1  Week 

Per  1000  Live  and  Still  Births  25 

DEATHS  ALL  AGES 

Per  1000  Home  Population  (Crude  Rate)  12.6 

Area  Comparability  Factor  .88 

Local  Adjusted  Rate  11.1 

Ratio  of  Adjusted  Rate  to  National  Rate  .93 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES) 
(Registrar  General’ s  Classification) 


All  CclHSG  S  OOO  OOO  OOO  COO  COO  CO 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhocal  Diseases  . • - 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  -  Other  (including  Late  Effects) 


Males 
215  (205) 
1 
1 
1 


ENGLAND  MB 

WALES  -  . 


16.3 

1.00 

16.3 

1.00 

8 


13 

18 

17 

25 

12 


10 


23 


11.9 

1.00 

11.9 

1.00 


Females 
170  (186) 


8 


. 


■ 


Males 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 


Malignant  Disease,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc . . .  2 

Malignant  Disease,  Oesophagus  . 

Malignant  Disease,  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Malignant  Disease,  Intestine  ...  . .  5 

Malignant  Disease,  Lung . . .  ...  23 


Malignant  Disease,  Breast  . 

Malignant  Disease,  Uterus 

Malignant  Disease,  Prostate  . .  2 

Leukaemia  . . .  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Malignant  Growths  ...  . . .  6 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Hew  Growths  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . ...  2 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases  ...  ... 

Anaemias  . 1 

Mental  Disorders  . 

Meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . .  5 

Chronic  Kheumatic  Heart  Disease  . 

High  Blood  Pressure  Heart  Disease  . . .  3 

Coronary  Heart  Disease  ...  .  51 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  34 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  16 

Influenza  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  .  9 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  .  13 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  ...  3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  . 

Congenital  Anomalies  . .  ...  3 


Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc 
Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 


Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  .  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . .  ...  3 

All  Other  Accidents  2 

Suicide  and  Solf  Inflicted  Injuries  . 

All  Other  External  Causes  .  2 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 6 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  .  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . 


Females 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 
10 

5 

1 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 
2 

6 
21 
21 
28 
10 

5 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 


Age  At  Death 

Under  4  Weeks  . 

4  Weeks  and  Under  1  Year 

1  to  4  Years  . 

5  to  14  Years  . 

15  to  24  Years  . 

25  to  34  Years  . 

35  to  44  Years  . 

45  to  54  Years  . 

55  to  64  Years  . 

65  to  74  Years  . 

75  and  over  . 


Total  All  Causes 

5 

4 

5 

4 

4 

7 

23 

75 

101 

157 

385 


COMPARATIVE  FIGURES 


Deaths  from  Certain  Causes  During  Last  Five  Years 


mz 

1966 

mi 

1968 

1969 

Tuberculosis  ;  Respiratory 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Other 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Coronary  Disease 

59 

56 

43 

66 

72 

Lung  Cancer 

20 

14 

13 

18 

27 

Bronchitis 

26 

16 

18 

16 

24 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

mm 

1 

BRONCHITIS  AND  EMPHYSEMA 

24  Deaths  are  attributed  to  this  Rural  District. 

Records  of  registrations  reveal  that  15  were  living  in  the 
district  until  a  fairly  short  time  before  death.  The  remainder  were 
long  term  residents  in  Markfield  Hospital. 

An  analysis  of  the  15  people  shows  : 

IB STOCK  :  6 


Male 

80 

- 

Retired  Builder' s  Labourer. 

Male 

74 

- 

Retired  Colliery  Maintenance  Worker. 

Female 

84 

_ 

Coal  Miner' s  Widow. 

Female 

80 

— 

Coal  Miner' s  Widow. 

Female 

75 

— 

Coal  Miner' s  Widow. 

Female 

75 

- 

Coal  Miner' s  Widow. 
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Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  -  Cont'd . 


MARKFIELD  :  3 

Male 

78 

— 

Retired  Colliery  Surface  Y/orker 

Male 

53 

- 

Bus  Proprietor. 

Female 

77 

- 

Agricultural  Y/orker' s  Y/idow. 

BAGY/ORTH  :  1 

Female 

57 

- 

Occupation  not  recorded. 

HIGHAM  :  1 

Male 

72 

- 

Retired  Engineering  Labourer. 

THORNTON  :  1 

Male 

69 

- 

Retired  Butcher. 

Y/ITHERLEY  s  1 

Male 

KIRKBY  MALLORY 

74 

:  1 

Retired  Builder' s  Plasterer. 

Female 

NEUBOLD  VERDON 

94 

:  1 

Engine er '  s  Y/idow . 

Female 

66 

- 

Engineer's  Wife. 

It  is  difficult  to 

draw  any 

significant  conclusions  regarding 

the  environment 

from  these 

records. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


ITotified  Cases 


Disease 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Y/hooping  Cough 
Dysentery 
Meningitis 
Infective  Jaundice 
Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis 


Quarter  Ending 

31st  March  30th  June  30th  Sept. 

14  32  22 

1 


31st  Dec 

9 


1 

18 

1 


BRUCELLOSIS 


Informal  notification  was  received  of  a  woman  of  25  who  was 
admitted  to  the  George  Eliot  Hospital,  Nuneaton,  with  this  disease. 

***-^***-Jf****-K-***** 
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AMUAL  REPORT 
0?  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


It  is  once  more  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1969  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  Sev;age  Disposal  Staff. 

This  report  is  again  mainly  built  up  of  statistics,  which  by 
themselves  can  be  very  boring  so  a  little  explanation  about  most  items 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

Once  again  the  conditions  caused  by  mining  subsidence  at  Bagworth 
must  be  brought  forward  and  although  -  as  was  reported  last  year  -  the 
worst  cases  are  slowly  being  resolved  it  has  meant  moving  too  many  in¬ 
habitants  away  from  the  village.  There  appears  to  be  no  prospect  of 
building  in  Bagworth  for  some  considerable  time  and  the  population  is 
slowly  decreasing  -  from  1083  in  mid  1965  to  901  in  mid  1969* 

1969  saw  the  advent  of  a  new  Housing  Act  together  with  countless 
circulars  regarding  new  incentives  in  the  form  of  larger  grants  and  more 
liberal  powers  to  improve  older  houses  and  make  improvement  areas.  There 
is  clearly  a  risk  of  over-emphasis  on  our  older  houses  and  too  easy  an 
acceptance  of  approval  of  grants  for  property  not  suitable  for  improvement. 
It  remains  essential  that  housing  standards  should  look  to  the  future  - 
any  property  can  be  given  limited  facilities,  but  is  it  right  to  per¬ 
petuate  houses  where  no  privacy  can  be  obtained,  where  front  doors  open 
on  to  the  public  pavement,  no  garden,  nowhere  to  hang  washing,  nowhere 
for  children  to  play,  and  internal  staircases  so  steep  that  only  a 
mountain  goat  can  negotiate  them  in  comfort  ? 

In  spite  of  a  regular  "pick  up"  of  dumped  rubbish  at  recognised 
and  well  used  spots  indiscriminate  dumping  of  scrap  material  is  still 
increasing.  It  is  known  that  we  provide  a  free  collection  of  bulky 
household  discards  on  request  so  one  can  only  assume  that  the  rubbish 
is  being  brought  in  from  outside  the  Rural  District. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  efforts  to  bring  the  existing  and 
long  standing  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  refuse  collectors  up  to  date. 

The  proposed  scheme  although  accepted  by  the  Council  and  the  employees 
was  rejected  by  the  national  Joint  Council  and  a  revised  scheme  required. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  say  no  progress  has  been  made  but  a  year  and  a  half 
later  it  still  has  not  been  implemented. 

IToise  complaints  are  still  increasing  particularly  industrial 
noise  at  night  when  other  background  noise  has  dropped  to  a  low  level. 

The  only  anst:er  would  seem  to  be  to  legislate  for  a  maximum  noise  rating 
to  be  imposed  on  all  kinds  of  mechanical  equipment.  Two  statutory 
notices  were  served  for  using  pneumatic  road  drills  without  noise 
mufflers  but  by  the  time  the  existing  law  was  duly  carried  out  the  job 
was  completed  and  nothing  further  could  be  done. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  are  becoming  more  aware  of 
noise  and  its  effects  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  form  of  environmental 
pollution  which,  as  with  all  other  forms  of  pollution,  must  be  prevented 
or  at  least  reduced  to  an  acceptable  level. 
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Y/ater  Supply 


The  supply  of  water  to  the  district  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Leicester  Later  Board  and  the  llorth  Y/est  Leicester  Water  Board. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  had  to  suffer  no  curtailment  of 
supplies  during  the  year. 

Complaints  of  considerable  discolouration  were  referred  to  the 
Water  Undertaking  concerned  who  in  every  case  asserted  that  although 
the  v/ater  was  discoloured  it  v/as  perfectly  safe  to  drink. 

It  is  often  very  difficult  to  persuade  the  general  public  that 
this  is  so  and  one  wonders  whether  some  complainant  will  be  brave 
enough  to  take  action  for  damaged  linen. 

34  Samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  -  32  satisfactory  and  2  unsatisfactory. 

With  regard  to  examination  of  well  supplies,  1  Bacteriological 
sample  proved  satisfactory.  Of  3  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
2  proved  unsatisfactory  -  1  being  satisfactory. 

Piped  water  was  substituted  for  well  v/ater  in  6  cases. 

10,047  houses  with  a  population  of  29*738  have  a  mains  v/ater 
supply  and  545  houses  with  a  population  of  922  rely  on  supplies  from 
wells. 

Sewerage and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  work  proceeded  on  the  sewering  of  Cadeby  and 
Sutton  and  in  the  same  contract  the  enlargement  of  the  sewage  v/orks 
at  Newbold  Verdon. 

Yfork  v/as  also  commenced  on  the  much  needed  enlargement  at 
Barlestone  sewage  works  -  in  this  case  practically  a  new  works  is 
being  provided. 

Smaller  improvements  at  Shaw  Lane,  Llarkfield,  Higham-on-the-Hill 
and  Market  Bosworth  were  also  receiving  attention. 

Last  year  comment  v/as  made  regarding  lack  of  sewerage  facilities 
at  Orton- on- the -Hill  and  Horton  Juxta  Twycross.  Even  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  no  concrete  progress  has  been  made  and  the  sense 
of  urgency  has  again  lapsed. 

Sibson,  Shenton,  Upton  and  Wellesborough  progressed  almost  to 
the  point  of  commencement. 

19  cesspools  were  abolished  during  the  year  and  15  new  ones 
constructed. 

The  scheme  for  the  free  emptying  of  domestic  cesspools  and 
septic  tanks  has  again  of  necessity  had  to  be  postponed. 

The  estimated  number  of  domestic  cesspools  in  the  district  is 
523  and  the  Council  make  facilities  available  for  emptying  on  a  pay¬ 
ment  of  30/-d  and  business  premises,  farms,  etc.,  are  emptied  at  a 
charge  of  £2.  10s.  Od  per  hour. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  -  Cont’d. 


The  total  number  of  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  Rural  District 
is  20,  with  87  pumps  to  maintain  and  24  ancillary  pumping  stations  to 
.keep  in  constant  operation. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Sewage  Works  Manager,  Mr.  Keene, 
for  the  very  zealous  manner  in  which  he  controls  his  department  and 
keeps  the  wheels  turning  or  should  I  say  the  sewage  moving. 

A  separate  report  on  the  whole  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in 
the  district  was  prepared  and  circulated  to  all  members  of  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation 


Of  the  total  number  of  10,592  houses  in  the  district  10,218 
have  water  closets  and  374  pail  closets,  which  latter  are  emptied 
weekly  by  the  Council. 

26  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water  carriage.  A  grant  of 
£12  per  conversion  is  payable  except  in  cases  where  an  Improvement 
Grant  is  possible. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  every  Parish  in  the 
district,  using  a  fleet  of  3  large  compression  vehicles  and  5  side- 
loaders. 

For  the  purpose  of  cesspool  emptying  one  1500  gallon  capacity 
tanker  is  used  -  the  contents  being  taken  to  the  Market  Bosworth 
Sewage  Works  for  treatment. 

A  second  1500  gallon  capacity  tanker  was  purchased  and  is 
available  for  immediate  use  when  the  free  domestic  cesspool  emptying 
scheme  comes  into  operation.  This  is  timed  to  commence  when  the 
Refuse  Collectors  new  incentive  bonus  scheme  starts. 

Two  tipping  sites  are  in  use  for  refuse  -  one  in  the  Bradgate 
Quarry  at  Groby  and  at  the  main  tip  in  Braithvaite' s  Quarry  at  Cadeby. 

Trade  waste  is  now  being  collected  on  a  contract  payment  basis 
from  shops  and  small  factories. 

Litter  bins  are  provided  by  the  Council  throughout  the  district 
as  requested  and  six  street  orderlies  are  in  use  each  weekend  for 
paper  collection  in  streets. 

Appreciation  is  again  expressed  of  the  splendid  way  the  Refuse 
Collection  employees  have  worked  -  12,594  tons  of  house  refuse  were 
handled  during  the  year  which  averages  525  tons  per  man. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Premises 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  was  75  in  relation  to 
75  premises. 

7  Statutory  Notices  on  Public  Health  were  served  and  6  complied 
with  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Premises  -  Cont’d. 


ilotices  Served 


Informal 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  j 

5 

j 

17 

Issued  during  year 

j 

14 

69  1 

S  ! 

Complied  with  during  year  j 

11 

76  I 

Outstanding  31st  December  ; 

8 

10 

Inspections  Hade 


Number  of  Inspections  j 

.  1 

Animal  Keeping 

i 

5 

Bakehouses 

1 

Dairies 

{ 

Drainage  Works 

188 

Dwel ling-houses  (all  purposes) 

510  j 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

27 

Pood  Poisoning  Inquiries 

Nil 

Food  Premises  (inc.  Vehicles) 

220 

Offensive  Trades 

1  1 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Rodent  Control  (Excluding  Rodent 

305 

Operator  visits) 

37  1 

Schools 

j 

Shops  and  Offices 

130 

Slaughter-houses  and  meat  Inspection 

1054 

Smoke  Control 

7 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises 

3 

Caravans,  etc. 

85 

Water  Supplies 

30  ! 

Factories  and  Y/orkplaces 

9  | 

Other  Inspections 

64 

TOTAL  s 

2676 

Disinfes tat ions 

Two  visits  were  made  regarding  complaints  of  lice  and  bed  bugs. 
Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

Disinfection  as  opposed  to  Disinfestation  is  carried  out  on 
request  after  illness  and  where  necessary  bedding  and  mattresses  are 
taken  away  and  destroyed. 

Rodent  Control 


The  Council  employs  one  full  time  rodent  operator  to  maintain 
a  rodent  destruction  service  for  the  administration  of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 « 
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Rodent  Control  -  Cont* d. 


Treatment  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  at  domestic  premises 
but  a  charge  is  made  for  work  on  all  other  types  of  premises.  Annual 
contracts  for  the  extermination  of  rats  and  mice  are  offered  to  any 
non-domestic  premises  and  during  the  present  year,  53  of  these  contracts 
have  been  taken  up  with  the  local  authority  involving  77  premises  in¬ 
cluding  a  number  of  farms  and  agricultural  holdings. 

The  number  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  totalled 
408  and  for  this  purpose  the  number  of  inspections  was  37  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  872  initial  visits  and  surveys  by  the  operator. 

Together  with  other  local  authorities  in  Leicestershire, 
Northamptonshire  and  Rutland,  this  Council  took  part  in  a  rat  campaign 
designed  to  considerably  reduce,  and  if  possible  eradicate,  rats  on 
farms.  Success  was  achieved  in  that  the  majority  of  farmers  baited 
their  farm  buildings  for  rats  on  or  around  the  24th  November,  which 
was  the  day  arranged  for  the  start  of  the  campaign.  Unfortunately  a 
large  number  of  farmers  did  not  deal  with  their  hedgerows  or  lay 
permanent  baiting  points,  and  in  consequence  reinfestation  is  a  very- 
great  possibility.  The  publicity  for  the  campaign  did  a  lot  of  good 
because  the  number  of  complaints  received  for  the  last  two  months  of 
the  year  was  just  double  that  of  the  same  period  in  1968. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  campaign  will  be  continued  in  the 
autumn  of  1970* 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

In  connection  with  this  Act,  a  total  number  of  130  visits  were 
made  during  the  year. 

Informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  22  minor  contraventions. 


Number 

Number  of 
Inspections 
(General) 

Accidents 

Reported 

C  ont  r  aven  t  ions 

. . . i 

Class  of  premises 

Registered 

Pound 

Remedied 

Outstand¬ 
ing  31-12.691 

Offices 

23 

12 

- 

1 

3 

1 

Retail  Shops 

63 

42 

- 

11 

22 

17  ! 

• 

Wholesale  Shops, 
warehouses 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Catering  estabs., 
open  to  public, 
canteens 

16 

11 

2 

10 

14 

20 

: 

Fuel  Storage 
depots 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

] 

TOTALS 

105 

66 

2 

22 

39 

38 
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Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  -  Cont’cL 


Two  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  both  of  which 
occurred  at  public  houses.  One  accident  was  of  a  minor  nature  and 
on  investigation  no  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  to  exist. 

The  other  accident  was  of  a  more  serious  nature  when  an 
employee  in  a  public  house  stumbled  against  an  open  cellar  trap  door 
sustaining  lacerations  and  severe  bruising  of  her  left  knee  and  leg. 

On  investigation  of  this  accident  it  was  found  that  Section  16  (4) 
of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  had  not  been 
complied  with  in  that  the  opening  in  the  floor  as  a  result  of  the 
open  trap  door  had  not  been  fenced.  Although,  in  the  circumstances, 
permanent  fencing  was  found  to  be  impracticable  temporary  fencing 
for  use  when  the  trap  door  was  open  would  have  prevented  the  accident. 

The  occupier  of  the  premises  received  formal  warning  with 
regard  to  contravention  of  Section  16  (4)  and  he  has  agreed  to  provide 
temporary  fencing  around  the  opening  on  every  occasion  the  trap  door 
is  opened. 

A  copy  of  the  investigation  report  was  forwarded  to  the 
Regional  Office  of  the  Factory  Inspectorate. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  1963 

6  premises  are  registered  -under  the  Act  and  the  premises  are  of 
a  good  standard. 

Caravans 


4  site  licences  were  issued  for  individual  vans  including 
one  renewal  for  a  further  period  of  12  months. 

Four  permanent  site  licences  are  in  operation  for  31 >  15 >  10 
and  3  caravans.  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  piped  water  are  available 
on  each  site,  and  they  are  well  conducted  and  cause  no  complaint. 

The  number  of  caravans  placed  on  licenced  sites  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  71* 

Local  Authorities  are  being  pressed  by  the  Ministry  to  provide 
sites  for  gypsies  and  other  travellers  but  generally  speaking  house¬ 
holders  are  very  resentful  at  the  very  low  standard  of  behaviour  of 
the  majority  of  itinerants,  and  one  cannot  see  that  a  site  would  be 
welcome  in  this  district. 

Unfortunately,  one  can  sense  a  certain  amount  of  militancy 
amongst  the  non-gipsy  type  of  itinerant  who  more  or  less  demands 
that  he  be  allowed  to  site  his  van  where  he  likes. 

Regulated  Uuildings 

Two  premises  are  registered  as  Offensive  Trades,  but  both  are 
in  comparatively  isolated  positions  and  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 


No  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Pet  Animals. 
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Rag  Flock  Act  1951 


No  premises  are  registered  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

The  steady  improvement  in  general  food  hygiene  has  been  main¬ 
tained  and  it  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  formal  action  is  rarely 
necessary.  There  are  black  spots,  of  course,  and  recourse  has  had  to 
be  taken  to  formal  measures  to  enforce  a  change  in  habits  and  old 
practices. 

The  number  of  premises  inspected  was  77  For  which  220  visits 
were  made.  23  informal  notices  were  issued  -  16  have  been  complied  with 
during  the  year  leaving  45  outstanding. 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are  inspections  to  32  mobile  shops. 
One  successful  prosecution  was  taken  for  hygiene  offences. 

Clean  Air  Act  1956 

Sporadic  complaints  were  received  regarding  fumes  from  the 
salt  glazing  processes  and  the  new  techniques  mentioned  last  year  are 
slow  in  materialising. 

Two  notifications  were  received  of  intention  to  install  new 
furnaces  and  chimneys  and  agreement  was  reached  on  requisite  chimney 
heights. 

The  emission  of  granite  dust  from  the  Bradgate  Quarry  again 
caused  much  concern  to  the  complainants,  the  factory  management  and 
the  Council. 

With  regard  to  the  Ibstoclc  Brick  &  Tile  ..orks  the  old  coal  and 
coke  ovens  were  gradually  phased  out  and  oil  burning  apparatus  sub¬ 
stituted.  Technical  difficulties  with  the  oil  burning  installation 
are  still  not  overcome  and  many  complaints  of  fumes  and  smell  are  still 
being  received. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  I960 


The  complaints  received  regarding  noise  were  mainly  from 
industrial  machinery  but  in  addition  complaints  were  received  of 
slamming  car  doors,  firewood  sawing  and  chopping,  heavy  lorries  starting 
up  during  the  early  hours  and  outworkers  machines. 

Industrial  noise  at  Rat by,  Barlestone,  and  Ibstock,  also  raised 
many  complaints  and  inspections  entailed  many  late  night  visits. 

In  all  cases  genuine  efforts  were  made  to  reduce  the  noise  level 
and  no  formal  action  was  taken. 

Two  statutory  notices  were  served  on  contractors  for  using 
pneumatic  drills  without  mufflers. 

Inspections  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Ice  Cream 

No  Ice  Cream  manufacturing  is  carried  out  in  the  district  but 
132  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 
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Inspections  and  Supervision  of  Food  -  Cont'd 
(b)  Milk  Supplies 


Host  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  distributed  from 
five  large  premises  registered  as  Milk  Distributors.  There  are, 
however,  25  other  licenced  dealers  in  milk. 

37  samples  were  taken  from  bulk  supplies  for  biological 
examination,  37  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  district  is  gradually 
decreasing  and  most  of  the  milk  now  produced  is  collected  and  sent 
to  large  pasteurisation  plants.  Nine  producers  retail  their  own 
milk  in  the  district. 

( c )  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

The  Council  is  not  a  aesigaated  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.YH  Arnold,  Chief  Inspector,  for  details  of  the 
samples  taken  by  the  Public  Control  Department  of  the  County  on 
behalf  of  the  Rural  District. 

COMMODITY  MO.  OF  SAMPLES 

Foodstuffs 

Mi  lie  102 

Apricot  Chutney  1 

Chocolates  1 

Curry  Powder  1 

Dates  1 

Hot  Dogs  1 

Ice  Creams  18 

Instant  Coffee  1 

Mint,  dried  1 

Pheasant  Consomme  1 

Pie  Fillings  3 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  1 

Pork  Pie  1 

Potatoes  1 

Sage,  dried  1 

Sausages,  Tomato  1 

Sausage  Meat,  pork  1 


Soft  Drinks 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pie 

Sweets 


1 

2 

1 


Beer,  Mines  and  Spirits 


Gin 

Rum 

Vodka 

Whisky 


6 

5 

4 

7 


Drugs  and  Medicines 


Cough  Linctus 
Indian  Brandee 
Soothing  Syrup 
Vitamin  Tablets 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Worm  Treatment  Syrup 


TOTAL  : 


168 
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COMMODITY  -  Cont’d. 


In  addition  to  the  samples  listed,  samples  of  milk  originating 
in  the  Market  Bosworth  Rural  District  were  taken  at  receiving  dairies 
in  other  areas. 

Only  one  sample  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  s  A  sample  of 
milk  contained  a  small  percentage  of  added  water.  This  was  found  to 
be  due  to  an  1  in-churn'  cooler  freezing  during  an  exceptionally  cold 
spell.  The  farmer  was  cautioned. 

(d)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  licenced  annually. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  31  Licences 
have  been  issued  to  slaughtermen  for  the  slaughter  of  animals. 

One  of  the  slaughterhouses  is  a  modem  abattoir  with  a  fairly 
large  wholesale  distribution  trade,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is 
exported  outside  the  district. 

Under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  I963 ,  the  Council  makes 
charges  for  meat  inspection,  the  two  larger  establishments  on  a  con¬ 
tract  basis,  and  the  other  two  based  on  the  number  of  carcases  inspected. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  33 ? 946  animals  were  slaughtered, 

II67  visits  being  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspection.  This  was  just 
over  4>000  less  than  last  year,  a  drop  of  11/j. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


t 

i 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

| Horses 

1  Number  killed 

4933 

320 

33 

14202 

14408 

t 

|  Number  inspected 

4983 

320 

33 

14202 

14408 

1 

i  All  Diseases  except 

j  Tuberculosis 

I  Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

7 

9 

21 

43 

: 

!  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
|  or  organ  was  condemned 

1041 

84 

2 

750 

1095 

— 

1  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
j  affected  with  diseases  other 
j  than  tuberculosis 

21.0 

28.4 

330 

5.4 

7.9 

1  Tuberculosis  only 

|  Whole  carcases  condemned 

. 

. 

j 

i  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

I  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

1 

j 

37 

— 

j  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
|  affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

0.3 

— 

j  Cysticercosis 

\  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
|  organ  was  condemned 

6 

! 

!  Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
j  by  refrigeration 

6 

— 

1 

— 

j  Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

i 

1 

- 
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Total  Height  of  Heat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Meat  -  7  tons,  -  cuts.,  1  qr. ,  10  lbs. 

Offal  -  8  tons,  -  15  "  3  "  27  " 

In  addition,  14  lbs  cooked  pork  and  6  -  7  lb  tins  of 
Marmalade  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

No.  of  inspections  to  Butchers  Vans  . .  ...  2 

No.  of  inspections  to  Heat  Shops,  Meat  Stores,  etc.,  ...  11 
Places  where  food  (other  than  meat)  is  kept .  207 

Housing 

I  am  obliged  to  Hr.  halt on  and  the  Surveyors  Department  for 
much  of  the  following  information  -  particularly  relating  to 
Improvement  Grants. 

Houses  in  the  district 


Total  number  of  occupied  houses  .  10,592 

Total  number  of  Council  houses .  2,038 


New  Houses 


Council 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Houses  completed 
during  year 

72 

366 

438 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection  at  end 
of  year 

28 

265 

293 

Number  of  Post-war 
houses  completed 

1746 

3374 

4582 

Council  House  Applications 

Total  Number  of  Applicants  on  List  .  825 

Number  of  New  Applications  During  Year  . . .  142 

Inspection  of  Houses  During  Year 

Total  number  of  Houses  Inspected  .  168 

Inspections  made  for  the  Purpose  .  510 

Houses  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Habitation  ...  24 


It  lias  been  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  all  unfit 
houses  as  individually  unfit  under  Section  16  of  the  1957  Housing 
Act,  and  during  the  year,  8  houses  were  demolished  or  closed  and  a 
further  19  demolition  orders  were  placed  on  unfit  houses,  20  families 
being  displaced  involving  50  persons. 

Repair  of  Houses 

44  houses  were  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

2  Notices  were  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  1957* 

Improvement  of  Houses  -  Housing  Acts  1949  -  1959 

Under  the  Discretionary  Grant  Scheme,  the  Council  may  help 
owners  to  improve  their  property  up  to  a  given  standard  and  subject 
to  a  maximum  grant  of  £400. 
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Housing  -  Cont’d. 


In  general  terms  it  is  the  practice  to  offer  a  grant  of  5 0^ 
of  the  approved  cost  up  to  the  maximum  £400-,  and  applications  received 
were  as  follows 


1) 

2) 

From  Owner/Occupiers  . 

29 

From  Owners  of  rented  property 

11 

Total  s 

40 

36 

applications  were  approved. 

Standard  Grant  Scheme 

Grants  are  also  made  by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of 
houses  by  the  provision  of  standard  amenities  up  to  maximum  of  £155 
but  in  certain  circumstances  it  is  possible  to  increase  this  amount 
if  it  is  necessary  to  carry  out  additional  works. 

Applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  as  follows 

1)  Prom  Owner/Occupiers  .  19 

2)  From  Owners  of  rented  property  14 

30  applications  were  approved. 

A  total  number  of  73  properties  were  improved  during  the  year. 
Petroleum  Acts 


Annual  Licences  are  issued  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  all 
premises  storing  Petroleum  Spirit  or  any  inflammable  petroleum  based 
mixture . 

All  new  petroleum  installations  are  tested  before  licencing  and 
14  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

108  premises  are  licenced  for  storage,  comprising  42  at  garage 
and  filling  stations  and  66  other  premises. 

During  the  year  2  obsolete  underground  storage  tanks  were  made 
safe  by  filling,  1  with  water  and  1  with  concrete  mixture. 

Factories  Act  1961 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


Inspection  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  Health. 


Sub.  Sec.  11.  Factories  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 


Ho.  on  ilo.  Of 

Register  Inspections 


T/ritten 

Notices 


90 


13 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  s 


Found  Remedied  Referred  by  H.M. 

Inspector 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
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Factories  Act  1961  -  Cont'd. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outworkers  (Secs.  110  &  111)  Number  in  August  List  required 

by  Sec.  Ill 

Total  number  of  Outworkers  ...  96 


i  Nature  of 

Work 

Outworkers 
Employed  by 
Firms  in 
District 

Outworkers 
Employed  by 

Firms  Outside 
District 

!  ! 

i  Hosiery 

— 

6 

i  Underwear 

- 

- 

|  Gloves 

- 

- 

i  Shoes 

- 

2 

!  Braces 

- 

- 

|  Textiles 

- 

— 

1  Umbrellas 

- 

- 

|  Toys 

- 

- 

j  Knitwear 

- 

7  1 

I  Corsets 

- 

77 

TOTAL;  ; 

; 

- 

92 

Staff 


The  staff  in  the  department  consists  of  : 

3  fully  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors 

2  Technical  Assistants,  one  of  whom  has  Heat  Inspection  Diploma 

Sewage  Works  Manager 

Secretary/Typist 

To  all  of  these  I  extend  my  grateful  thanks  for  their  help  and 
friendly  co-operation  during  the  year,  particularly  to  my  deputy, 

Mr.  M.  Jones. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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